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Fromii a paiintilng by Artzybasheff presented to the Yale University
School of Medicine on December 6, 1957 by the Burr Portrait Coimmittee
on behalf of Dr. Buirr's colleagues and former students.HAROLD SAXTON BURR
On January 1, 1958, Harold Saxton Burr, E. K. Hunt Professor of
Anatomy, retires after more than forty-three years as a member of the
faculty of the Yale University School of Medicine. Anatomist, artist, and
teacher, he has influenced many widely differing groups of people.
Born in Lowell, Massachusetts, on April 10, 1889, Dr. Burr is of old
Connecticut stock. His father was Hanford M. Burr of Lyme, and his
mother Clara H. Saxton of Westport. He attended the public schools and,
in 1907, graduated from the Technical High School of Springfield, Massa-
chusetts. The next year he attended Springfield College, where his father
was Professor of Economics.
In the autumn of 1908 he attended the Sheffield Scientific School at
Yale and received his Ph.B. degree in 1911. He immediately began graduate
work under Professor Ross G. Harrison and was granted the Ph.D.
degree in 1915.
In 1914 Burr became Instructor in Anatomy with Dr. Harry Burr
Ferris in the School of Medicine, being promoted to an Assistant Pro-
fessorship in 1919, to Associate Professor in 1926, and to Professor in
1929. On the retirement of Dr. Ferris in 1933, Dr. Burr became Acting
Head of the Department, was appointed to the E. K. Hunt Professorship
of Anatomy, and was placed in charge of the Section of Neuro-Anatomy.
Following Dr. Edgar Allen's death in 1943, Dr. Burr was again, briefly,
Acting Head of the Department.
Having entered Yale in 1908, Dr. Burr has a record of affiliation with
the University of nearly fifty years. He is, however, not the only member
of his family to establish a long connection with one institution. His
grandfather, Enoch Fitch Burr, of the Yale Class of 1839, served as pastor
of the First Congregational Church of Lyme from 1850 to 1907!
As an anatomist, Dr. Burr has published, either alone or with others,
some 93 papers and has stimulated his associates in the Section of Neuro-
Anatomy in the production of about a hundred more. His own earlier con-
tributions dealt chiefly with the development of the central nervous system.
Later, he studied various aspects of the development of peripheral nerves.
These were the results of his experimental embryological investigations. In
1939 he became interested in electrodynamic processes. From that time to
the present his studies have centered mainly about the question of bio-
electric potentials in animals and plants. In the human organism his studies
concerned the bioelectric phenomena of ovulation and menstruation. A
number of his clinical colleagues collaborated in various of the papers result-
ing from this work, as they also did in his studies of cancerous tumors. In
the broader philosophical aspects of an electrodynamic theory of life
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phenomena, Professor F. S. C. Northrop was a collaborator. Woven
through Burr's scientific and philosophical contributions are a number on
subjects in the realm of the history of medicine.
It is interesting to visit Dr. Burr in his ancestral home, "Mansewood,"
in Lyme and to discover various trees hooked up to recording voltmeters.
They tell the story of their electrical potential changes in fair weather and
storm.
As an artist, Dr. Burr has brought much pleasure to others and to him-
self. While in Springfield he had studied painting with William Whitmore.
Concentrating largely on landscapes, with the Lyme region of Connecticut
as the source of much of his inspiration, Saxton Burr, as he signed many of
his paintings, gives proof of his very real talent in interpreting the moods of
the seasons in woods, meadow, and shore. Long a member of the Lyme
Art Association, he has been an unfailing exhibitor at their exhibitions.
Many of his paintings have been sold and the products of his brush adorn
homes throughout the country.
As a teacher, Dr. Burr has made a decided impact on his students.
Those more interested and gifted found his teaching inspiring and he has
stimulated not a few to go into clinical neurology and neurosurgery, as
well as into morphological neuroanatomy. Less interested students found
his instruction difficult, for neuroanatomy is no sinecure and demands a
certain flair. However, the secretary of the Burr Portrait Committee reports
that the appreciation and affectionate regard expressed by many of his
former students give enviable testimony to the success of their teacher, for
such comments are granted to few.
Dr. Burr is, of course, a member, associate, or fellow of a number of
scientific and medical societies, including the American Association of
Anatomists, which he served as a member of its Executive Committee from
1929 to 1933, The Association for Research in Nervous and Mental
Disease, The American Neurological Association, the Connecticut State
Medical Society, and the American Association for the Advancement of
Science. He is also a member of the Beaumont, the History, and the
Nathan Smith Clubs, to each of which he has contributed historical papers,
and of Sigma Xi. He has been a Fellow of Silliman College since its
organization when the late Charles Hyde Warren was its Master. Dr. Burr
likewise served for many years as a member of the Editorial Board of the
Yale Journal.
Hal Burr has not foresworn his civic duty. He is a Deacon of the First
Congregational Church of Lyme, the same church of which his grandfather
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was so long the pastor. In politics, he is a Republican and has just been
elected to the Lyme School Board.
On December 27, 1911, Harold Saxton Burr and Jean Forrest Chandler
were married. In 1919, their son, Peter Saxton, was born. He and his
attractive wife, daughter, and son now spend the summers with Grandma
and Grandpa Burr in Lyme. The old homestead has been modernized
within, except for the oldest part of the house, pre-dating the Revolution,
which is now the Burr "Tap Room." Here their guests are royally enter-
tained. The Burrs have lived in Lyme for the past few years and here they
will continue to dwell in retirement, which will be that in name only, for
neither Hal nor Jean will ever be inactive. May they live long and prosper!
D. H.
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